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In this study, we would examine the main language families in southern Nigeria, and see the 
differences between them. In the south of Nigeria, there are five main language families and of 
that five, three belong to a grouping, one is a language family isolate whilst the last one 
belongs to a different language family. All five families though belong to the Niger-Kongo 
linguistic branch. 


The families we would be looking at are the Edoid, Igboid, Yoruboid, and the Ijoid languages. 
In the realm of vowels, the inventory varies between 7-10 vowels in total, with the Igboid 
language family having up to 10 vowels generally, even though there are 8 of them in the 
standard version. 


Looking at consonants, we shall start with the Edoid group and progress from there.. 


EDOID CONSONANT CHART 

bi labio labial dental alveolar post retroflex palatal velar labialised post glottal 
labial dental velar alveolar velar velar 

Plosive p b kp gb t d c jy kg k* gv 

Implosive 6 df 

Affricate ts dz tf dz 

Fricative 6p f v s Zz f 3 ¢ J x y xv yr h 

Approximant B v Ww I uy 

Lateral I 

Flap c of 

Trill ror 

Nasal m n nm n pn nv 


Click 


Looking at the Edoid chart, we would observe that it has no dental, retroflex nor post velar 
articulations. Also the presence of implosives seem to be a borrowed feature, because it occurs 
only in those Edoid languages that has had extensive interactions with the Ijo language group. 


IGBOID CONSONANT CHART 
bi labio labial dental alveolar post retroflex palatal velar labialised post glottal 
labial dental velar alveolar velar velar 
Plosive p b kp gb t @ t d I kg kX ge qoe6? 


c 
Implosive 6 6 kp gb € d c 6s gf 


Affricate pf by tf dv kdb gf ts dz tf dz te dz 
Fricative s z f 3 6 Z 
Fricative > p fv 0 6 Gi 
Approximant B v w J 
Lateral I A 
Flap £ 
Trill B 

Nasal m nm nm 

Click O 


sth 


Looking at the Igboid chart, we would observe the presence of retroflexes and clicks. The 
development of retroflexes from all indications look like an internal one, whilst that of clicks 
looks like one borne out of external interactions with the Bantuoid languages to the East of 
Igboland. Also observe the huge number of affricates, as compared to related linguistic 
families 


IJOID CONSONANT CHART 

bi labio labial dental alveolar post retroflex palatal velar labialised post _ glottal 
labial dental velar alveolar velar velar 

Plosive p b kp gb t d c jy kg 

Implosive 6 df 

Affricate 

Fricative fov Ss Z x Y 

Approximant Ww j 

Lateral I 

Flap £ 

Trill 

Nasal m nm n p n yn” 

Click 


Looking at the ljoid chart, we can't help but observe how simplistic it is. The Ijo are a language 
isolate, whose closest kith are the Dogon and Mande in Mali, and the Kordofans of Sudan 


YORUBOID CONSONANT CHART 


bi labio labial dental alveolar post retroflex palatal velar labialised post _ glottal 
labial dental velar alveolar velar velar 
Plosive p b kp gb t d c 3 kg k* gy 
Implosive 
Affricate ts 
Fricative f S S xX Y¥ 
Approximant Ww I j 
Lateral I 
Flap 
Trill 
Nasal m nm n p n ny’ 


Click 


Looking at the Yoruboid chart, we observe how simplistic too the chart is. The Yoruba group 
are the farthest dispersed of the linguistic family, which in part explains the consonant loss and 
subsequent simplification. With the exception of velars, most Yoruboid fricatives are 
essentially voiceless. 
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